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The EICs infinite list of fraud



Dr Scott REUBEN
21 articles retracted

Dr Joachim BOLDT
88 articles retracted

Dr Yoshitaka FUJII
183 articles retracted
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Les mauvais exemples de l’anesthésiologie



Fraude … Définition



La fraude …
Un phénomène commun
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Finances



http://www.vanityfair.com

Arts (1)



Arts (2)

Edward Hopper (1882–1967)
Study for Nighthawks



Journalism (1)
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March 2011: Discovery plagiarism in doctoral thesis - Resignation

Karl-Theodor Maria Nikolaus Johann Jacob 
Philipp Franz Joseph Sylvester Freiherr von 

und zu Guttenberg
(born on 5 December 1971)

2011: Member of Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) as a 
Distinguished Statesman.
Advises European Commission Vice President Neelie Kroes on the promotion 
of internet freedom regarding questions of foreign affairs.

German politician of the Christian Social Union (CSU)
Member of Parliament from 2002 until March 2011
February 2009: Federal Minister Economics & Technology (1st Merkel cabinet) 
October 2009: Minister of Defence (2nd Merkel cabinet)

Politics (1)



http://www.mediapart.fr/

Politics (2)





Et dans la science?



Charles Dawson (1864-1916)

Piltdown Man
Eoanthropus dawsoni

“So many people wanted Piltdown Man to be real.”

Miles Russel

1907 Otto Schoetensack -> Heidelberg Man

1912 Charles Dawson -> Piltdown Man

“A missing link between apes and 

humans that would have lived half a 

million years ago.”

Javier Yanes.

The Piltdown Man: The Greatest Scientific Fraud of the 20th Century

https://www.bbvaopenmind.com



http://www.science20.com



What is
« scientific fraud »?



• Fabrication
• Falsification
• Plagiarism

Scientific fraud

Scientific misconduct
Fr: Inconduite



Smith R. The COPE report 2000 (www.publicationethics.org.uk)
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Plagiat … Définition



http://www.iars.org/default/default.asp




http://crossref.ithenticate.com/

“Overlap”



https://www.acad-write.com/en/



Accountability = responsabilité

LMM = large language model





Fabrication … Définition



Lancet 1998;351:637-41

BACKGROUND We investigated a consecutive series of children with 
chronic enterocolitis and regressive developmental disorder.

METHODS 12 children (mean age 6 years [range 3–10], 11 boys) were 
referred to a paediatric gastroenterology unit…

FINDINGS Onset of behavioural symptoms was associated, by the 
parents, with measles, mumps, and rubella vaccination* in eight of 
the 12 children, with measles infection in one child, and otitis media in 
another.

*MMR = ROR : rougeole, oreillons, rubéole



Lancet 1998;351:637-41

647 citations (Web of Science®, 21.1.2011)

CONCLUSIONS We have identified a chronic enterocolitis in children 
that may be related to neuropsychiatric dysfunction. In most cases, 
onset of symptoms was after measles, mumps, and rubella 
immunisation. Further investigations are needed to examine this 
syndrome and its possible relation to this vaccine.

Nous avons identifié une entérocolite chronique chez les enfants qui pourrait être 

liée à un dysfonctionnement neuropsychiatrique. Dans la plupart des cas, les 

symptômes sont apparus après la vaccination contre la rougeole, les oreillons et 

la rubéole. Des investigations supplémentaires sont nécessaires pour examiner ce 

syndrome et sa relation possible avec ce vaccin.







How common is
scientific misconduct?



« Have you ever fabricated or falsified research data, or altered 
or modified results to improve the outcome? »

1.97% 
(95%CI, 0.86% to 4.45%)

Fanelli D. PLoS One 2009;4:e5738



« Do you have personal knowledge of a colleague who 
fabricated or falsified research data, or who altered or modified 

results to improve the outcome? »

Fanelli D. PLoS One 2009;4:e5738

14.1% 
(95%CI, 9.9% to 19.7%)



How to deal with fraud



Miller DR. Curr Opin Anaesthesiol 2011

L'inconduite scientifique doit être traitée par les institutions compétentes et le 

dossier scientifique doit être corrigé.



Elia N et al. Plos One 2014; 9: e85846

Avis de rétractation adéquat et librement accessible, PDF adéquatement marqué et librement accessible



Fraud and medical research
(what should be done to prevent it) 

Talk about it
Parlons-en

Don’t trivialize it
Ne pas banaliser

Le définir - préciser ce qu'il
est et ce qu'il n'est pas

Le définir - préciser ce que c’est et ce que ce n’est pas



Arnold S Relman. NEJM 1977; 724-5

La littérature médicale n'est pas sans rappeler l'environnement 

naturel dans lequel nous vivons. Il s'agit d'un système faussement 

fragile dont nous avons tous besoin et que nous utilisons. Chacun 

d'entre nous doit prendre la responsabilité de le protéger contre 

les abus, de peur qu'il ne devienne pollué et inaccessible à tous.


